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trader was brought   before   the   chiefs   and
fined.
Matters went from bad to worse, and at last,
finding that they could not continue to rule in
an almost empty town, the traitors sent a
deputation to Khama, and begged hJTn to re-
turn. Khamane persuaded Mackenzie and
Hepburn to go with him on this embassy,
thinking, no doubt, that the presence of the
missionaries might give some colour of sin-
cerity to his request. Khama refused, with
indignation. " You treated me like a dog
before my own people and in my own khotla,"
said he, " and I refuse to be in the same town
with you and Sekhome."
In less than a year, however, Khama did re-
turn, uninvited, and bringing with him the
whole of the tribe that had seceded with him,
across the desert, suddenly took possession of
Sesheso, the main fountain from which Sho-
shong obtained its water, and from which it was
named. JVom thence he issued a challenge,
saying, "I am here. Come and fight," The
battle was short and sharp, and in a few hours
Khama's men were victorious, and Sekhoine
and Khamane were put to flight. So on Feb-
ruary 5th, 1875, Khama became, de facto and
lie jwe, paramount ruler of the Bamangwato,
Throughout these years of struggle with the
foes of his own household, the thing that stands
oat in the record of this remarkable man is
the wonderful patience and generosity he
sbowed towards his rebellious relatives. The